
Document-Based Question

Evaluate the extent to which sectional differences over the institution of slavery led to the
Civil War by 1861.

Use the following documents to support your argument. Your response should:

• Contain a thesis or claim that responds to the prompt

• Support your argument using at least four of the provided documents

• Provide evidence beyond the documents (outside evidence)

• Explain how the document’s point of view, purpose, historical situation, or audience
is relevant (sourcing) for at least two documents

Document A: Excerpt from the Missouri Compromise (1820)

Document B: William Lloyd Garrison, The Liberator, Vol. 1, No. 1 (1831)

Document C: John C. Calhoun, Speech on the Slavery Question (1850)

Document D: Excerpt from the Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)

Document E: Abraham Lincoln, “House Divided” Speech (1858)

Document F: Declaration of Causes of Seceding States — South Carolina (1860)

Document G: Frederick Douglass, “The Mission of the War” (1864)








